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Collaborative Lesson

Collaborative Digital Storytelling Lesson

Subject: History-Medieval Times
Grade: 7

CA Standards covered in the unit  This depends on which “story” the student selects 
to tell.  Some will be writing about Islam, some about Medieval Africa,  some about the 
Crusades, etc.

7.2
  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social 
structures of the civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages. 
1. Identify the physical features and describe the climate of the Arabian peninsula, its 
relationship to surrounding bodies of land and water, and nomadic and sedentary 
ways of life. 
2. Trace the origins of Islam and the life and teachings of Muhammad, including Islamic 
teachings on the connection with Judaism and Christianity. 
3. Explain the significance of the Qur’an and the Sunnah as the primary sources of Islamic 
beliefs, practice, and law, and their influence in Muslims’ daily life. 
4. Discuss the expansion of Muslim rule through military conquests and treaties, empha­ 
sizing the cultural blending within Muslim civilization and the spread and acceptance 
of Islam and the Arabic language. 
5. Describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes among Asia, Africa, 
and Europe, the products and inventions that traveled along these routes (e.g., spices, 
textiles, paper, steel, new crops), and the role of merchants in Arab society. 
6. Understand the intellectual exchanges among Muslim scholars of Eurasia and Africa 
and the contributions Muslim scholars made to later civilizations in the areas of science, 
geography, mathematics, philosophy, medicine, art, and literature.

7.4
  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social struc­ 
tures of the sub-Saharan civilizations of Ghana and Mali in Medieval Africa. 
1. Study the Niger River and the relationship of vegetation zones of forest, savannah, and 
desert to trade in gold, salt, food, and slaves; and the growth of the Ghana and Mali 
empires. 
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2. Analyze the importance of family, labor specialization, and regional commerce in the 
development of states and cities in West Africa. 
3. Describe the role of the trans-Saharan caravan trade in the changing religious and 



cultural characteristics of West Africa and the influence of Islamic beliefs, ethics, and 
law. 
4. Trace the growth of the Arabic language in government, trade, and Islamic scholarship 
in West Africa. 
5. Describe the importance of written and oral traditions in the transmission of African 
history and culture. 

7.6
  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social 
structures of the civilizations of Medieval Europe. 
1. Study the geography of the Europe and the Eurasian land mass, including its location, 
topography, waterways, vegetation, and climate and their relationship to ways of life 
in Medieval Europe. 
2. Describe the spread of Christianity north of the Alps and the roles played by the early 
church and by monasteries in its diffusion after the fall of the western half of the 
Roman Empire. 
3. Understand the development of feudalism, its role in the medieval European 
economy, the way in which it was influenced by physical geography (the role of the 
manor and the growth of towns), and how feudal relationships provided the founda­ 
tion of political order. 
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the conflict and cooperation between the Papacy 
and European monarchs (e.g., Charlemagne, Gregory VII, Emperor Henry IV). 
5. Know the significance of developments in medieval English legal and constitutional 
practices and their importance in the rise of modern democratic thought and represen­ 
tative institutions (e.g., Magna Carta, parliament, development of habeas corpus, an 
independent judiciary in England). 
6. Discuss the causes and course of the religious Crusades and their effects on the Chris­ 
tian, Muslim, and Jewish populations in Europe, with emphasis on the increasing 
contact by Europeans with cultures of the Eastern Mediterranean world. 
7. Map the spread of the bubonic plague from Central Asia to China, the Middle East, 
and Europe and describe its impact on global population. 
8. Understand the importance of the Catholic church as a political, intellectual, and 
aesthetic institution (e.g., founding of universities, political and spiritual roles of the 
clergy, creation of monastic and mendicant religious orders, preservation of the Latin 
language and religious texts, St. Thomas Aquinas’s synthesis of classical philosophy 
with Christian theology, and the concept of “natural law”). 
9. Know the history of the decline of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula that culmi­ 
nated in the Reconquista and the rise of Spanish and Portuguese kingdoms. 

7.7
  Students compare and contrast the geographic, political, economic, religious, 
and social structures of the Meso-American and Andean civilizations. 
1. Study the locations, landforms, and climates of Mexico, Central America, and South 
America and their effects on Mayan, Aztec, and Incan economies, trade, and develop­ 
ment of urban societies. 
2. Study the roles of people in each society, including class structures, family life, war­ 
fare, religious beliefs and practices, and slavery. 



3. Explain how and where each empire arose and how the Aztec and Incan empires were 
defeated by the Spanish. 
4. Describe the artistic and oral traditions and architecture in the three civilizations. 
5. Describe the Meso-American achievements in astronomy and mathematics, including 
the development of the calendar and the Meso-American knowledge of seasonal 
changes to the civilizations’ agricultural systems. 

Information Literacy Standards Covered

Standard 1: The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and 
effectively.

Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and 
competently.

Standard 3: The student who is information literate uses information accurately and 
creatively.

Grade-Level Benchmarks

Indicator 1.1.2: State and support what is known about a topic, problem or question
                         and make connections to prior knowledge.

Indicator 1.1.4  Select a variety of credible sources in different formats relevant to
                         research needs.

Indicator 2.1.6:  Create products that incorporate writing, visuals, and other forms of
                          media to convey message and main points.

Indicator 3.1.3:   Use dramatic, audio, and video presentation as appropriate for subject
                           and audience.

Learning Objectives

Using a digital storytelling format, TLW effectively communicate the social and religious 
structure of a culture from the MIddle Ages as told from the perspective of an individual.  
For example, a student may choose to be a knight, a serf, a pilgrim, apprentice, 
merchant, etc.
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